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A Sewing Collaborator Note: Yoonkyung Lim
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Student X, who was a student in my class last year, walked into the exhibition hall. As she found me pacing
around the gallery space, she greeted me with a smile and gently showed me the “1953 Korea's Criminal
Act's Article 269 on Abortion” hand-sewn on the left breast pocket inside of her ivory-colored jacket. It was
the same time-line band that was sewn during the open studio of the Geumcheon Art Space last year. The
Supreme Court had not yet decided as to whether or not it would abolish the abortion law. It had been about
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18 months since the Supreme Court's April 2019 ruling that abortion was unconstitutional. She was wearing a% Ajig_'hﬂﬂ iﬂoloﬂ T:EI _z Alg HE HEE & ﬂ:tilﬂ_

the same jacket that she’d had on at the Geumcheon Open Studio, and she told me after washing it a few 2 CIUES ZHIR FHO| A= T2 HuS SorRAn Wotas

times in the washing machine, the black label was about to come off. So | offered to fix the black ribbon Atlel RE Uil 2ick /:
band on her jacket. After that, she handed it over to me. | first pressed the worn-out ribbon and then sewed

the part that detached in order to fix it. November 4th, 2020

There were two women and a man in their early thirties entering the exhibition hall. As soon as they
walked inside, they approached the roll of the time-line band wound on the 8mm film rail fixed on the wall
-~ — and then pulled it over to check provision codes one by one. After that, they stopped the roll when they
e . found the most recent abolition code, the “2019 Bisabitity Rating-System”. The man started talking about
. it with a calm voice. He was discussing with the crew around the sewing table explaining the reason
that he was against this provision. Finally, he walked to me and asked my opinion. | told him there was
the news saying that this provision would be abolished (repealed) during the summer of 2019, and it is

/t A - \ - appropriate to ban the provision that would discriminatorily divide the disabled into grades. However, he
_— i ) ' ./ expressed a somewhat contradictory opinion to mine, saying that he regretted the banning because
\\' severe disabilities should be distinguished from mild ones in terms of disability insurance and support.

A woman accompanying him claimed what changes our society is education, not the laws. The woman
then asked me to sew the ribbon of “1999 Articte-+5-of the-Enforcement Becree-of the-Maternat-and-Chite
' Health-Aet” all around her sleeve. She changed into a dark orange sweatshirt on the hanger after she
\ took her black sweater off, and then she handed it over to me for sewing saying she would look around

the other project while waiting for it.
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November 7th, 2020

At halfway through the exhibition, a middle-aged man in a black heavy jacket visited the
exhibition. While unwinding the band roll wrapped around the film pulley, | happened to

see his hand shaking as seeing the crossed-out provision, “2008 Heju-System”. He slowly
approached me and then stood next to the table, saying that it was impressive to see the
abolition of the Hoju system in 2008. However, he told me that he was eager to use his
single mother's last name as an official name. Although he made several efforts to change
his legal name on his documents in the past, it was not possible. He also told me that it was
unfortunate to be born earlier, before the abolition of the Hoju system.
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November 8th, 2020

In the late afternoon, a young man in his mid-twenties approached the sewing table, and surprisingly
he asked if possible to put all kinds of the time-line codes available on his clothes. He was one of the
most memorable participants to the three sewing co-workers at the table, who were often so busy
sewing. Wearing all the time-line bands on his clothes, he left the exhibition hall, but a few minutes later
he walked down to the basement and asked me in a quiet tone if | was still looking for a participant for
My Birth Year even though it seemed to be a kind of late to bring a participant near the end of the event.
He gave me his contact number telling me that his older sister was born in 1986 and that perhaps she
might be interested in participating in this artwork. However, the next morning, | got a message from
him that his sister was on vacation so she was not able to be a part of my work this time. However,

he forwarded his sister's text message—she was a social worker for the disabled, and she said that
discrimination against the disabled still remained an issue, despite the changes in the laws. He also
forwarded me his sister's message, which read, “Cheers! for the artwork”.

Copyright @ 2021 Yoonkyung Lim All rights reserved.
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November 10th, 2020

My family came to visit the exhibition: my mom, my dad, my sister, my brother, my siblings-
in-law, and my niece and nephew. While my five-year-old nephew and six-year-old niece
were browsing around the exhibition hall, my dad asked to sew a ribbon with “1968 Resident
Registration Enforcement Decree” at the bottom of his shirt sleeve. My older sister had me
place a ribbon reading “1999 Maternat-and-Chitd-Health-Act-enforcement-deeree” ribbon
band on the spot where the seam of the hood meets with the left side zipper line. My sister-
in-law selected “2019 Bisabitity-Grading-System” and attached it to the waistline of her
patterned shirt. It took for a while for my mom to decide where to put her time-line band. At
last, she put the time-line of “2008 Heju-System” on the left side back pocket of her grey
pants. It has been almost six months since the show, but she still walks around with the
state control code attached, reminding me of the abolishment of the Hoju System.
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November 11th, 2020

My friend A walked into the exhibition hall and then asked me to sew the “2008 Hoejt-System”
time-line band around the wrist of the right-hand side of her knitted grey glove. When my
sewing collaborator Hera was done with the stitching, A used her cell phone to take a

picture of herself wearing the glove and then sent it to her boyfriend via a text message.

She said she was curious about his reaction. A few minutes later she expressed a kind of
dissatisfaction when she noticed he’d conveyed some discomfort at it. Although the Hoju
system has been abolished since 2008, it is still common to follow one's father's surname.
So, a child who carries his or her mother's surname would be considered an exception. Can
we justify this rule? If | had a child, whose last name should | give that child?
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